
ORANGE BOWL COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN  
PRESS BOXES THIS WEEK  

Virginia Tech at Miami.................................................Eric Poms
Clemson at Duke.....................................................Ford Gibson
OSU at Kansas State.......................Mike Covone, Hayes Worley
*OBC members are easily identified by their Orange jackets
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DISCOVER ORANGE BOWL DISCOVER BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
Wed. Dec. 26 Team Arrivals / HC Press Conference Wed. Jan.2
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HC/Student-Athlete Media Availability
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N/A Media Day Sat. Jan. 5

Mon. Dec. 31 HC Press Conferences Sun. Jan. 6

Mon. Dec. 31 AvMed Orange Bowl Coaches Luncheon presented by Deloitte N/A

Mon. Dec. 31 Media Party Sun. Jan. 6

Tue. Jan. 1 Orange Bowl Game Day Fan Zone
2013 Discover Orange Bowl (ESPN) N/A

N/A National Championship Game Day Fan Zone
2013 Discover BCS National Championship Game (ESPN) Mon. Jan. 7
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IMPORTANT MEDIA DATES

Sun. Oct. 16 BCS Standings Released

Thur. Nov. 1 2013 Discover Orange Bowl Online Credential Application 
Opens

Sat. Dec. 1 Dr Pepper ACC Championship Game (EPSN)

Across College Football

BCS Standings Update - Another week, another number one ranking for Alabama, but the scene looks much different in the Crimson 
Tide’s rearview mirror. Kansas State moves up to the number two spot after handling Texas Tech 55-24 last week. Moving up to number 
three is Notre Dame, while Oregon holds steady at number four and LSU jumps up one spot to round out the top five. The biggest climber 
over the weekend was No. 10 Louisville, who jumped up six spots with its win over Cincinnati. No. 8 South Carolina (up five spots) and 
No. 6 Georiga (up four spots) also jumped up over the weekend. Those to fall the furthest in the standings were No. 17 USC (down eight) 
and No. 7 Florida (down five). No. 20 Nebraska, No. 22 Arizona, No. 24 Oklahoma State and No. 25 Louisiana Tech all move into the BCS 
standings with Wisconsin, Ohio, Michigan and Rutgers all dropping out. 
Strong Reception - Several receivers put up some big-time numbers over the weekend, but none had a bigger day than USC’s 
Marquise Lee. The sophomore hauled in 16 catches for two touchdowns and an eye-popping 345 yards, a Pac-12 record and fifth-most 
in FBS history. Thanks to a couple of big kick returns, Lee finished with 469 all-purpose yards in the Trojan’s loss to Arizona. The Wildcats 
had a big-time performer of their own in Austin Hill, who had 10 catches for 259 yards in the contest. Clemson’s Sammy Watkins (eight 
catches, 202 yards and a touchdow) and Baylor’s Terrance Williams (13 catches, 190 yards) also had big days. 
Coming Out Party - Things in Athens reached a boiling point last week after Georgia strong safety Shawn Williams called out the his 
team’s defense for being “soft” and not playing with the same attitude as last season. His words were not taken lightly, and a fired-up 
Bulldog defense put on one of the most impressive performances in the history of the Florida-Georgia football rivalry. The Gators were 
limited to 266 yards of offense and turned the ball over six times, including a forced fumble on Georgia’s five-yard line that gave Georgia 
the ball back with 2:05 to play.  
Bold Move Pays Off - Minnesota made a daring move in burning freshman Philip Nelson’s redshirt midway through the 2012 season, 
but after last week’s performance it looks like the right call. In the first half of the Golden Gophers 44-28 win over Purdue, Nelson 
connected for 246 yards (completing 12 straight during one stretch) and three touchdowns. The 34 points scored by Minnesota in the first 
half of last week’s contest were more than any game total last year. Nelson tacked on another 37 yards on nine carries as well. 

Across the ACC

Welcome Back - For the first time in three weeks and the seventh time this season, No. 9 Florida State ranks among the top-10 in 
college football. With their 48-7 victory over the Blue Devils, the Seminoles jumped up three spots in the standings for their highest rank 
since their week six loss to N.C. State. Clemson made a significant leap as well, climbing five spots to No. 13 after a dominating 42-13 
win over Wake Forest last Thursday.  
Record Books - Florida State’s Dustin Hopkins kicked a 56-yard field goal in the fourth quarter of last week’s win over Duke that 
launched him into the ACC record books. Not only was the kick a career-best, but it set a new conference record for career field goals 
with 81, surpassing the mark set in 2004 by Maryland’s Nick Novak. The kick is also tied for second-longest in school history, matching 
the distance set by Stebastian Janikowski, who also made a 56-yarder against Wake Forest in 1997. 

Best in the Nation - One could make a case that North Carolina’s Giovani Bernard is the most important player on the field every time 
he suits up. Among non-quarterbacks, the sophomore running back leads the nation in points per game (12.86), all-purpose yards per 
game (214) and yards per punt return (20.75). Bernard also ranks third nationally with 132.9 rushing yards per game, and has a season 
line of 1,249 yards of offense, 7.4 yards per carry and 13 touchdowns. Whats more, he’s accumulated those numbers despite missing two 
and a half games with a knee injury. 
Turtle Tough - It’s hard to find consistency on offense when injuries force a team to go through five quarterbacks in a single season, but 
Maryland has been able to find stability on the field thanks to their stellar run defense. The Terrapins rank fourth nationally in run defense, 
allowing just 77.63 yards per game on the ground, and third nationally in allowing just 2.31 yards per rush. After holding Boston College to 
just eight rushing yards in last week’s contest, only Virginia’s Kevin Parks has broken the century mark on the ground agast the Terps. 

Sun. Dec.2 BCS Selection Show / Coaches’ Teleconference

Sat. Dec. 15 Credential Application / Media Hotel Reservations Closed

Sat. Dec. 29 2012 MetroPCS Orange Bowl Basketball Classic (FSN)
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Mississippi’s Werner Nominated for 
Discover Orange Bowl-FWAA Courage Award

DALLAS (FWAA) – Mississippi’s Dan Werner is the weekly nominee for the 2012 Discover Orange Bowl-FWAA Courage 
Award, to be announced at the end of the season. Werner, the Rebels’ co-offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach, has 
returned to college coaching – while remaining focused on his primary duties as a fulltime single father – after the death of his 
wife in 2009.

Werner, a longtime college assistant coach – he was a part of three national championships at Miami – had just taken a job 
as offensive coordinator of Northwestern (La.) State when his wife, Kim, died unexpectedly of heart-related issues in February 
2009. The family hadn’t moved from their home in Oxford, Miss., and Werner decided not to leave. With two young children to 
care for – Maya, then 10, and Ian, then 5, who had been diagnosed as autistic – he took a job at North Delta, a private high 
school in nearby Batesville, Miss. At 50, his priorities changed.

“At one point in my life,” he told the headmaster, according to Yahoo! Sports, “I wanted to be the top coach in America. Now I 
just want to be a great dad.”

Werner spent the next three years there. North Delta went 27-7 and won two district championships. Werner turned away 
interest from college coaches who needed assistants, telling them he couldn’t afford to spend the time required on the road 
recruiting and in the office – away from his children. Instead, he settled into life as a single father and high school coach.

“I became a much better parent,” he told Yahoo!, “(by) finding out what real families are supposed to be like.”

Then Hugh Freeze was hired by Ole Miss, a few miles up the road. Werner had been an assistant along with Freeze under Ed 
Orgeron. Freeze offered Werner the co-offensive coordinator’s position with a modified job description: Reduced travel, less 
time in the office, kids allowed at all times. Werner consulted with Maya, 13, and Ian, 7, and then accepted the job with family 
restrictions.

“It’s a great testimony to what kind of man he is,” Ole Miss receivers coach Grant Heard said. “He knows what he has to get 
done at work, and he knows he has to get home to love his kids.”

For the seventh straight year, the Football Writers Association of America and the Discover Orange Bowl will announce a 
weekly nominee each Wednesday during the season. A blue-ribbon panel will determine the winner from all of the nominees. 
The winner of the Discover Orange Bowl-FWAA Courage Award will be announced in December and be presented with the 
trophy during the week of the 2013 Discover BCS National Championship Game. 

Weekend Watch List
Virginia Tech at Miami
Thursday, Nov. 1, 7:30 p.m.
Logan Thomas and the Hokies will meet with 
Stephen Morris  and the Hurricanes for a Thursday 
night matchup crucial to the ACC Coastal race. The 
winner will move to at least a game behind division 
frontrunner, Duke. Both squads are coming off a bye, 
and should be well-rested for this week’s contest. 
No.16 Texas A&M at No.15 Miss. State
Saturday, Nov. 3, 12:00 p.m.
Alabama dealt the Bulldogs their first loss of the 
season last week, but Tyler Russell and company 
will get a chance to rebound against the Aggies 
and freshman phenom Johnny Manziel. “Johnny 
Football” is coming off another strong outing, having 
scored five touchdowns in last week’s win over 
Auburn. 
TCU at No.21 West Virginia
Saturday, Nov. 3, 3:00 p.m.
After suffering back-to-back conference losses, 
Geno Smith and the Mountaineers will try and get 
their season back on track against a TCU team 
which has dropped three of its last four contests. 
Smith ranks among the top quarterbacks in college 
football (2,417 yards, 26 touchdowns), but freshman 
Trevone Boykin has thrown nine touchdowns over 
the last three games for the Horned Frogs. 
No.23 Texas at No.18 Texas Tech
Saturday, Nov. 3, 3:30 p.m.
Case McCoy played hero for the Longhorns last 
week, leading Texas on a last minute drive to seal 
a comeback win over Kansas. Head coach Mack 
Brown says sophomore David Ash is still the starter, 
but he’ll need a much stronger outing to keep up with 
Seth Doege (2,540 yards, 30 touchdowns) and the 
high-powered Red Raider offense.  
No.20 Nebraska at Michigan State
Saturday, Nov. 3, 3:30 p.m.

Nebraska holds an early edge in the Big Ten 
Legends, but with four conference games on the 
schedule it’s still anyone’s race. The Spartans’ 
overtime win over Wisconsin last week kept hopes 
for a conference title shot alive, but they’ll need their 
elite defense to contain that Cornhusker ground 
game (ranked seventh in the nation) to keep the ball 
rolling. 
No.4 Oregon at No.17 USC
Saturday, Nov. 3, 7:00 p.m.

With a margin of victory averaging better than 
30 points per game and the nation’s top scoring 
offense, the Oregon Ducks haven’t faced a true test 
this season. That could change this weekend in 
Southern California, where they’ll meet Matt Barkley 
and the 17th-ranked Trojans, looking to avenge last 
week’s loss to Arizona. 
No.1 Alabama at No.5 LSU
Saturday, Nov. 3, 8:00 p.m.

In a rematch of last year’s National Championship 
game, the Crimson Tide travel to Baton Rouge to 
face the Tigers, where LSU has won a school-record 
22 straight home games. Since Nick Saban took 
over the Crimson Tide, the series with the Bayou 
Bengals is knotted at 3-3, and the winner of this 
meeting will claim the top seed in the SEC West. 
No.24 Okla. State at No.2 Kansas State
Saturday, Nov. 3, 8:00 p.m.

In a showdown of top-ten scoring offenses, Heisman 
frontrunner Collin Klein and the Kansas State 
Wildcats will play host to ranked Oklahoma State. 
The Cowboys bring a balanced attack to the field 
behind the impressive play of running back Joseph 
Randle (891 yards, nine scores) and freshman 
quarterback Wes Lunt (912 yards in four starts).
No.22 Arizona at UCLA
Saturday, Nov. 3, 10:30 p.m. 
Arizona is riding high after its 39-36 win over USC 
last weekend, and will jump UCLA in the standings 
with a win against the Bruins this week. The Bruins 
will look to Johnathan Franklin, one of the most 
dangerous runners in the country, to keep pace with 
the Wildcats and the nation’s fourth-ranked offense 
in yards per game. 

BCS Standings

1. Alabama
2. Kansas State
3. Notre Dame
4. Oregon
5. LSU
6. Georgia
7. Florida
8. South Carolina
9. Florida State
10. Louisville
11. Oregon State
12. Oklahoma
13. Clemson
14. Stanford
15. Mississippi State
16. Texas A&M
17. USC
18. Texas Tech
19. Boise State
20. Nebraska
21. West Virginia
22. Arizona
23. Texas
24. Oklahoma State
25. Louisiana Tech

Photo of the Week

On behalf of the Orange Bowl, any student attending a Miami-Dade or Broward 
County school is invited to participate in the 2012 Orange Bowl Creative Art Contest.  
Students in kindergarten through 12th grade are eligible to submit artwork and have 

the opportunity to win one of 13 money orders, including a $1,500 money order 
courtesy of the Orange Bowl and Bank of America, which will be awarded to the 
grand prize winner (last year’s grand prize winner pictured above).  This contest 
is free to participate in and is part of the Orange Bowl’s commitment to the South 
Florida Community.The theme for this year’s Orange Bowl Creative Art Contest is 
“Fun in the South Florida Sun!”  Artwork should include visual representations of 
South Florida, college football, healthy life style practices, and OBIE, the Orange 

Bowl’s official mascot. 

Quick Hits
Prior to last week’s comeback win over Kansas, Texas quarterback David Ash had looked strong all season (1,563 
yards and 12 touchdowns). However, after an 8-of-16 and two interception start against the Jayhawks, backup Case 
McCoy entered in the fourth quarter an led the Longhorns on a 70-yard  scoring drive in the final two minutes to secure 
the win. 

The quarterback carousel just keeps spinning in College Park. Maryland lost another quarterback in last week’s loss 
to Boston College, with freshman Caleb Rowe suffering a torn ACL. His name is added to a quarterback injury list that 
includes C.J. Brown (torn ACL), Perry Hills (torn ACL) and Devin Burns (foot injury).  The Terrapins are expected to start 
freshman linebacker Shawn Petty (who played quarterback in high school) under center this week. 

Another chapter was added to the legend of Johnny “Football” Manziel in last week’s 63-21 victory over Auburn. After a 
week eight loss to LSU brought the freshman back to Earth, Manziel got back on track with a 350 yard, five touchdown 
performance against the Tigers. The freshman’s season line now sits at 3,009 total yards, 29 touchdowns and a paser 
rating of 148.7. 

The Hoosiers took home their first conference win in 11 tries with a 31-17 victory over Illinois on Saturday. Prior to last 
weekend, Indiana’s last conference win cam in the 2010 regular season finale against Purdue, where the Hoosiers 
came away from West Lafayette with a 34-31 victory over the Boilermakers.


